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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  

Interfaith Civic Pluralism Fellowship  

2026-27 
Connecting Civic Leaders of Faith and Conscience to 

Protect our Freedoms and Build Pluralism in the Public Square 

 

Opportunity  

Personal religious commitments are an underutilized and underappreciated asset in American 
democracy and public life. Religious liberty is under threat in an atmosphere where many want to 
claim the right to religious expression without practicing the respo nsibility of protecting that same 
right for others. Together, these challenges leave many people feeling like they don’t belong in 
America and hesitant to contribute to our shared civic life. We must find ways to protect religious 
liberty and to empower co mmunities of faith and conscience. Pluralism is a critical tool to do so.  

Program Overview  

The program goals are to:   

1) Energize leaders and affirm the work you are doing  
2) Equip leaders with useful models or methods of building pluralism and protecting 

religious liberty  
3) Connect diverse leaders and form valuable professional networks  
4) Assist leaders in integrating pluralism practices in their organizational work  
5) Generate positive stories and media items   

 
The Interfaith Civic Pluralism Fellowship (ICPF) brings together civic leaders of faith and 
conscience to better understand how to embrace pluralism both as a tool to protect religious 
liberty and to strengthen their own mission and role as critical player s in civic life. Leading 
scholars will provide participants with grounding in the history and practice of religious liberty 
and pluralism in the United States. Fellows will bring their expertise into the program, comparing 
approaches to protecting religiou s liberty and building pluralism, and working together to define 
key strategies for this work in a written, actionable guide. Fellows will then gain access to funding 
to complement work they are doing aligned with these strategies.  

Together, interfaith and civic leaders will tell the story of how protecting the civil rights of all 
Americans, particularly religious liberty, strengthens democracy for everyone. In doing so, they 
will offer a compelling and positive alternative to narrat ives of exclusion. Fellows will deepen their 
understanding of how religious liberty and pluralism reinforce each other as American strengths, 
build relationships across faith and ideological lines, and carry that vision into their communities 
through funde d projects.  
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Detailed Program Description:  

Participants will bring their existing knowledge and experience together to create a guide of 
actionable strategies for building pluralism and protecting religious liberty, modeled after 
Interfaith America’s Faith in Elections Playbook . Participants will then be invited to apply for grant 
funding to advance projects that put these strategies into practice within their communities and 
organizations. The program will involve an hour -long virtual orientation, three -day in -person 
convening,  and three hour -long virtual convenings.  

Granted projects must involve implementing one of the strategies that the cohort develops for 
building pluralism and protecting religious liberty. Participants must feature at least one other 
fellow in their granted project (e.g. bringing in a fellow to co nsult for their organization or 
featuring a fellow in an organizational program). Granted projects must also include at least one 
element of public -facing storytelling (e.g. a blog post, newsletter item, or media engagement).   

Program Requirements  

Applicant Eligibility  

The fellowship will have an open call for applications, targeting civic leaders of faith and 
conscience primarily from state and city interfaith networks, national faith -based organizations 
with state and local affiliates, and religious liberty organizatio ns and networks. Fellows must 
represent US -based 501c3 organizations.  

Application Process and References  

Interested persons must submit a program application by October 1, 2026. Finalist applicants will 
be required to submit contact information for references and complete an interview with program 
staff. Reference checks and interviews for finalists will be c arried out in order to ensure that 
selected participants align with Interfaith America’s values and program goals.   

Granted Projects  

In February 2027, fellows are required to submit an application for grant funded projects. These 
granted projects should complement participants’ existing work while further integrating 
pluralism practices and bringing in new partners.  

Granted projects must involve implementing one of the strategies that the cohort develops for 
building pluralism and protecting religious liberty. Participants must feature at least one other 
fellow in their granted project (e.g. bringing in a fellow to co nsult for their organization or 
featuring a fellow in an organizational program). Granted projects must also include at least one 
element of public -facing storytelling (e.g. a blog post, newsletter item, or media engagement).  

Funding Information  

Each fellow will receive a $4,000 stipend for their participation and up to $6,000 in grant funding. 
All travel costs will be covered for the in -person convening (travel, ground transportation, lodging, 
meals).  

• Fellows will receive $2000 of stipend funding after completion of the opening in -person 
convening and $2000 of stipend funding after submission of their final progress report  
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• Fellows will receive half of the approved grant funds at project launch and half of the 
approved grant funds after the submission of a mid -term progress report  

• Project grant funds should primarily be used for purposes that directly support the grant 
proposal  

• We are amenable to grantees using up to 10% of disbursed grant funds for operational 
costs if needed  

• The grantee is responsible for understanding and navigating their institutional or 
organizational grant processes  

• Grantees are expected to utilize awarded funds within the designated grant 
implementation period. If a grantee anticipates that they will be unable to expend the full 
amount within this timeframe in alignment with the scope of work outlined in the MOA, 
they must proactively consult with Interfaith America staff to determine appropriate next 
steps  

• Some forms of payment, such as stipends and reimbursements, may be considered 
taxable income by the IRS. Participants are responsible for understanding and reporting 
any income they receive. Those who receive funding may receive a 1099 tax form from 
Interfaith America at the end of the year. This information does not constitute legal or tax 
advice. For questions about your specific situation, we recommend consulting a tax 
professional.  

Grant funds may not be used for:  

• Alcohol  

• Expenses associated with political campaign activities, including directly or indirectly 
participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) 
any candidate for elective public office; making contributions to politi cal campaigns; or 
attempting to influence legislation (i.e., lobbying)  

• Capital funds or expenses (e.g., endowments, capital campaigns, annual funds, tuition, or 
student fees)  

• While not restricted, we generally don’t fund grantees to use a large portion of their funds 
for Interfaith America’s fee -for-service offerings, such as campus consultations or 
speaking engagement fees.  

Deliverables  

The following deliverables will be required in order to receive the full participant stipend and 
available grant funding:  

• Participation in four, hour -long virtual convenings (December 2026, April 2027, June 
2027, October 2027)  

• Participation in a three -day in -person convening (January 2027)  

• Submission of a project grant application (February 15, 2027)  

• Submission of an IA -provided fellowship  progress report and a separate grant progress 
report (July 15, 2027)  

• Completion of granted project activities as described or with staff -approved changes  

• Submission of a final fellowship report and grant final report (December 15, 2027)  
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Proposal Review & Selection  

Through its programs, Interfaith America is committed to supporting initiatives that meaningfully 
engage people with a range of religious, philosophical, or ideological perspectives as well as 
diverse racial and ethnic identities. A selection committee of diverse Interfaith America staff will 
work to create a diverse cohort across various axes of identity, and will review applications based 
on the following criteria,:  

• Basic eligibility  

• Interest in pluralism and religious liberty  

• Experience in pluralism and religious liberty  

• Organization size and stature  

• Applicant leadership level  
Reference checks and interviews for finalists will be carried out in order to ensure that selected 
participants align with Interfaith America’s values and program goals.  

Selected fellows will represent a wide range of faiths, professions, and regions, with a 
commitment to including communities underrepresented in similar spaces. We particularly invite 
the applications of executive leaders and others with responsibility for  organizational strategy , 
who can bring challenges and opportunities from their organizations into the cohort’s 
collaborative learning and problem -solving process  

Generative AI Statement   

Interfaith America permits the use of generative AI tools in preparing grant applications. AI may 
be used to support activities such as editing, translation, organization, or refinement of ideas; 
however, applications should reflect the applicant's own thi nking, experience, and proposed 
approach to the work. Applicants remain responsible for the accuracy, originality, and authenticity 
of all submitted materials. Substantive use of AI in preparing an application should be disclosed.  

Program Timeline  

Proposed Timeline 

September 1, 2026 Application Opens 

October 1, 2026 Application Closes 

November 6, 2026 Selection Decisions Announced 

December 2026 Opening Virtual Convening, First Stipend 

Disbursement 

January 2027 In-Person Convening (Date and Place TBC) 

February 1, 2027 Grant Applications Open 

February 15, 2027 Grant Applications Close 

March 1, 2027 Grant Projects Begin, First Grant 

Disbursement 

April 2027 Virtual Convening 

June 2027 Virtual Convening 

July 15, 2027 Submission of Fellowship Mid-Term 

Progress Report and a separate Grant 
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Progress Report; Second Grant 

Disbursement 

October 2027 Virtual Closing Convening 

December 15, 2027 Submission of Fellowship Final Report and 

Grant Final Report; Second Stipend 

Disbursement 

 

Project Examples  

What is an example of a granted project?   

(a) Your organization runs a program that involves advocating to public officials to strengthen 
religious liberty for people of all faiths in your community. With grant funding, you bring in another 
fellow from the cohort to take part or advise in a multi -faith engagement with a public official.   

(b) Your organization works to create broad coalitions of faith leaders. With grant funding, you 
bring another fellow into that coalitional work and engage in joint public storytelling.  

  

What is an example of a past project funded under ICPF?  

Conservative Leadership for a United America   

An initiative led and geared towards conservative leaders from all different backgrounds, to 
strengthen their relationships, enhance collaborative leadership skills, and advance initiatives 
that strengthen democracy, advance pluralism, and prevent politica l violence.  

  

Voices for Pluralism: A Multifaith Civic Fellows Speakers Bureau   

This project established a Multifaith Speakers Bureau composed of Interfaith Civic Pluralism 
Fellows who deliver high -quality public education through tailored panel presentations and public 
service announcements. Through the production of short -form video s and PSAs focused on 
American pluralism and religious liberty, the initiative amplifies diverse voices and fosters 
understanding, resilience, and civic belonging.  

Additional Resources  

• Guide for Applying to Interfaith American Grants and Fellowships   

 
 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=5a3350f8e230e898bf7940f4013132e1039b0bafc67fd1c8e30272febcb37ca7JmltdHM9MTc4NjQ5MjgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0cbe4723-720d-61cc-3f75-51e973f36072&psq=conservative+leadership+for+a+united+america&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXJhY3Rpb24ub3JnL3doYXQtd2UtZG8vY2x1YQ
https://ing.org/schedule-speakers/educational-presentations-and-panels-for-schools-and-community-groups/pluralism-panels-civic-leaders-on-democracy-constitutional-principles-and-american-pluralism/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/guide-for-applying-grants-fellowships/

