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Bios and Headshots

Akram Ildriss
He/Him/His

Hi, I'm Akram Idriss, a Computer Science student at Abilene Christian
University and a proud bridge builder everywhere | go. I'm originally from
Sudan, and a big part of my passion for interfaith work comes from
navigating life as the only Muslim student on a Christian campus, it's taught
me a lot about courage, empathy, and creating space for others. | love
bringing people together, whether through conversations that spark
learning, or just making my friends laugh. I'm excited to join BRAID
because | believe real change happens when people who are different sit
at the same table and actually listen.

Alishba Murad
She/Her/Hers

Hi, my name is Alishba. | am extremely grateful for this opportunity. I've
been taught to seek out change and make a difference in our community,
and | hope this allows me to do just that.
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Aryan Joshi
He/Him/His

Aryan Joshi is a third-year Economics student at the University of Virginia
with academic interests in public policy, global development, religion, and
human behavior. He draws on comparative philosophical perspectives,
including Advaita Vedanta, to gain a deeper understanding of social
decision-making and community well-being. At UVA, Aryan serves as a
Citizen Leaders Fellow for the Contemplative Sciences Center, where he is
designing university-wide initiatives to improve resource accessibility and
belonging for transfer and international students. He also contributes to
campus governance as a leader of the University Board of Elections and
works as a project researcher through the Policy Lab, focusing on
expanding healthcare coverage for infants in Virginia. Outside the
classroom, Aryan works as a Circular Economy Research Assistant,
examining the adoption of sustainability across healthcare systems and
helping to develop a statistical tool that measures how different sectors
implement circular economy practices. In his free time, he enjoys watching
the NBA and NFL, lifting, and cheering on his Hoos! As a BRAID Fellow,
Aryan hopes to promote pluralism on Grounds by developing initiatives
that connect students across differences and strengthen his growth as a
bridgebuilder.

Ashley Lulkin
She/Her/Hers

Hello! My name is Ashley Lulkin, and | am so excited to be part of the 2026
BRAID Fellowship. | am currently a junior at the University of lllinois
Urbana—Champaign, where | am studying economics. | plan to attend law
school and become an immigration lawyer. During my time at university,
I've become deeply involved in interfaith work throughout the community,
and | now serve as the President of Interfaith in Action on campus. It has
been such a pleasure to connect with people who share a commitment to
fostering respect, understanding, and meaningful relationships across
diverse backgrounds. I'm looking forward to getting to know all of you and
learning what inspires your own passion for interfaith. In my free time, |
love spending time in nature, whether that's hiking, camping, or visiting
National Parks. | also enjoy reading, cooking, and music. Above all, | love
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cultures are passions | hope to pursue even more in
the future.

Avery Field
She/Her/Hers

Avery Field is a sophomore at American University, double majoring in
Political Science and Broadcast Journalism. Originally from Buffalo, NY,
she is an active member of the AU community, participating in Delta
Gamma, Hillel, the AU Catalyst program, and she previously served as an
Orientation Leader. Avery has worked with the Office of Inclusive
Excellence since last year, first as a Student Ambassador and now as a
Project Assistant, where she supports university-wide initiatives focused
on inclusion and belonging.

Avery also serves on the Kay Spiritual Life Center's Interbelief
Bridgebuilder team, where she helps facilitate dialogue across traditions
and identities, build inclusive community spaces, and support interfaith
programming on campus. Her work is grounded in a commitment to
understanding, connection, and creating spaces where people can
engage meaningfully across differences. With a background in both public
affairs and storytelling, Avery hopes to continue uplifting diverse
perspectives and fostering dialogue that encourages curiosity, empathy,
and connection.

Charlie Rhodes
He/Him/His

Charlie Rhodes is a junior at Brigham Young University studying Strategic
Management and Economics. His passion for cross-cultural cooperation
and communication took root during two years of full-time service as a
representative for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
Ghana, West Africa, where he led diverse teams in community
development initiatives. Driven by a commitment to bridge ideological and
cultural divides, Charlie currently serves as a Strategic Advisor for the
Freedom of Religion or Belief (FORB) Foundation. In this role, he helps
organize interfaith dialogues with UK Parliamentarians and global faith
leaders to advocate for religious freedom. Currently working as a business
strategy analyst advising executive leadership, Charlie aims to launch his
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JD/MBA to lead at the intersection of business, law,

and public policy. Charlie was married in October to his wife, Eliza, and in
his free time, he is an avid climber, hiker, and aims to read over 20 books a
year.

Donatus Junior Nkwefor Fru
He/Him/His

| am Fru Donatus Junior Nkwefor , an undergraduate student at the
University of St. Thomas MN on a pre-med track, pursuing a Degree in
Biochemistry with minors in Interfaith Leadership and Sustainability.
Growing up in Cameroon and living in multiple towns exposed me to
diverse communities and perspectives, shaping my passion for bridge-
building across cultures and faiths. My experiences in interfaith dialogue
as an interfaith Fellow at St. Thomas have shown me the power of
understanding, empathy, and collaboration in creating meaningful change.
| aim to bring these lessons into my future career in medicine, believing
that caring for people goes beyond physical health, it includes fostering
understanding and compassion across differences. As a BRAID Fellow, |
am excited to continue developing my interfaith leadership skills, connect
with like-minded peers, and contribute to projects that promote equity,
collaboration, and positive impact. My ultimate goal is to use what | learn
through interfaith work to make the world a better, more inclusive place,
one connection at a time.

Ella Dempsey
She/Her/Hers

Ella is a student at the University of Michigan studying Political Science
and History with a minor in Community Action & Social Change, and is a
student leader in Michigan Interfaith in Action. Dedicated to building
interfaith bridges on campus, Michigan Interfaith in Action hosts impactful
dialogue and service events that allow students to connect across faith
difference. The impact that these events create on campus inspires Ella to
continue doing interfaith work. She is honored and grateful for the
opportunities presented by the BRAID Fellowship, and for the incredible
mentors at the University of Michigan and Grand Valley State University
that have guided her interfaith journey. Outside of interfaith work, she is on
the Board of Directors for the Inter-Cooperative Council in Ann Arbor, a
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Political Science, and an avid reader and crocheter.

Ella Paligo
She/Her/Hers

Ella Paligo is a junior at Brigham Young University studying Political
Science and Legal Studies with minors in Business, Civic Engagement
Leadership, and Global Women's Studies through the Honors Program.
She serves as Student Body Vice President and has been deeply involved
in campus leadership since her first week at BYU. Her mission in
Guatemala sparked a passion for bridge-building across differences, which
now fuels her work in interfaith engagement and campus belonging. Ella is
a Council for Interfaith Engagement Student Scholar, a Kennedy Center
Student Peace Advocate & Research Fellow, a Global Politics Lab
Research Fellow, and a Wheatley Scholar, also serving as Junior Class
President. She works as both a Research and Teaching Assistant, has
published in multiple outlets, and founded a second-chance education
initiative supporting incarcerated individuals. Beyond campus, she has
interned in legal and public-service settings, worked on several political
campaigns, and has been recognized nationally as a Coca-Cola Scholar,
U.S. Senate Youth Program Delegate, and Princeton Prize in Race
Relations Certificate recipient. As a BRAID Fellow, Ella is excited to
collaborate with students nationwide to build more connected
communities. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with family,
playing piano, and meeting new people.

Elle Rosenthal

She/Her/Hers

Hi! My name is Elle Rosenthal and I'm from Salt Lake City, Utah. | am
attending Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia where I'm in my sophomore
year. I'm majoring in biology (most likely with a concertation in neuro,
molecular or cellular). | love to travel and visited Uzbekistan this year with
the Emory interfaith center's Journeys of Reconciliation program. | was
also an exchange student in Germany (Baden-Wirttemberg) my senior
year of high school. At Emory, | work in the Sloan research lab and am
involved with Emory Hillel.
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Em Irlimeier
She/They

Em Irimeier is a junior at Simpson College in Indianola, lowa, majoring in
Social Justice Studies and Religion. On campus, she is an Interfaith Intern
at Smith Chapel and the Undergraduate Assistant at the Business Office.
alnps‘m - She is also an active musician, participating in the college's Symphonic
Band and Community Orchestra. After finishing her undergraduate degree,

@ she plans to pursue law school with a focus on Human Rights and Social
L Justice. She is excited to add her experiences with the BRAID Fellowship
to her on-campus projects, focusing on the intersection of religion and
gender studies. In her free time, she loves spending time with her
girlfriend, Leya, and their two cats!

Francis Adom

He/Him/His

Francis Adom is a computer science major at Livingstone College with a
strong commitment to interfaith cooperation, community engagement, and
ethical leadership. Born in Okorase, Ghana, he grew up in a culturally and
religiously diverse environment that shaped his belief in respect, dialogue,
and shared humanity. Inspired by his father, a Presbyterian pastor, Francis
learned early that meaningful connections across differences are essential
for building strong communities. Francis has contributed to a range of
outreach initiatives, including community support projects with the Young
Peoples's Alliance. There, he collaborated with team members of diverse
worldviews, gaining firsthand experience in navigating ideological
differences and transforming them into opportunities for shared purpose.
His academic interests include technology for social good, and the
intersection of faith, ethics, and innovation. At Livingstone College, Francis
is passionate about creating inclusive spaces where students of all
backgrounds can connect and collaborate. Through the BRAID Fellowship,
he hopes to strengthen his skills in bridgebuilding, interfaith leadership,
and digital community design. He aims to develop programs both in-
person and tech-based that promote empathy, understanding, and
collective action. Francis is driven by the belief that diversity is a strength
and that thoughtful leadership can help communities thrive across their
differences.
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Julia Alch
She/Her/Hers

My name is Julia Alch and | am a Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
major at Benedictine University. | am a first-generation college student and
a Druze from Al-Sweida. Growing up in the Druze faith taught me that
wisdom can come from many places and that every spiritual tradition
carries something meaningful. Because of that, | have always felt a
genuine connection with people from different religions and cultures. My
background has made me open minded, curious, and comfortable learning
about faiths that are different from my own. This is a major reason | serve
as the Student Interfaith Coordinator for Campus Ministry. | enjoy creating
spaces where students can share their beliefs, learn from one another, and
feel respected. | see interfaith work as a way to build understanding and
reduce the barriers that keep people from feeling seen. | plan to pursue
an MD and become a physician who approaches patient care with cultural
awareness and compassion. My goal is to bring my scientific training
together with the values | grew up with so that | can serve others with
empathy, respect, and a real commitment to community.

Keven Guruswamy
He/Him/His

Keven Guruswamy is a Biological Sciences major with a minor in Music.
Growing up in a multi-faith family, he developed a deep appreciation for
interfaith dialogue and the importance of empathy in bringing people
together. At UMBC, Keven is actively involved in Bridge Builders, a
student-led interfaith initiative that creates spaces for students to explore
identity, belief, and shared humanity. He also collaborates with The Mosaic
Center on programs that promote intercultural learning and community
building. Keven hopes to integrate these experiences into his aspiration to
become a physician. He believes that the ability to listen across
differences, understand diverse worldviews, and build trust is essential to
compassionate and equitable healthcare. His interfaith and bridge-building
work has shaped his vision of medicine as a field grounded not only in
science but also in cultural humility, storytelling, and human connection.
Outside the classroom, Keven is an avid traveler and videographer who
enjoys exploring new cuisines and capturing stories from the communities
he encounters. He aims to blend his passions for science, the arts, and
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inclusive, empathetic, and globally aware healthcare
spaces.

TR adid Mohtisham Saqib
He/Him/His

Mohtisham Saqib is a student leader and emerging community builder
dedicated to strengthening dialogue, belonging, and cross-cultural
understanding in educational spaces. Originally from Karachi and now
studying in New York, he brings a global lens shaped by years of youth
leadership, education advocacy, and community engagement across
South Asia, the Middle East, and the United States. He has worked with
organizations such as the Global Shapers Community, Science Fuse, the
Karachi Astronomers Society, and the School of Humanity, where he
served as Global Lead of Ambassadors. Across these roles, he has
designed youth programs, facilitated group learning, coordinated
international teams, and led initiatives focused on accessibility, inclusion,
and student empowerment. His projects often bridge diverse communities,
linking grassroots youth networks with global platforms to elevate voices
that are too often overlooked. At his college, Mohtisham is committed to
strengthening student belonging and hopes to help cultivate programming
that supports dialogue across backgrounds, identities, and worldviews.
Through the BRAID Fellowship, he looks forward to working on his campus
engagement, co-create meaningful experiences for students, and learn
how to build safe, intentional spaces where people feel seen, welcomed,
and valued.

Nejra Idrizovic
She/Her/Hers

My name is Nejra Idrizovié, and | am an international student from Bosnia
and Herzegovina, currently a junior studying Industrial and Systems
Engineering at Methodist University in Fayetteville, North Carolina. | am
deeply engaged in campus leadership and interfaith work, serving as an
Interfaith Coordinator, Chaplain's Assistant, President of the Muslim
Student Association, and Vice President of the International Club. Through
these roles, | work to create intentional spaces for dialogue, collaboration,
and mutual understanding among students of diverse religious, cultural,
and philosophical backgrounds.
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Interfaith and interreligious connection are deeply FELLOWSH"D

valued in my life, both personally and professionally.

My cultural and faith background has shaped my commitment to bridge-
building and to fostering environments where differences are respected
and celebrated. Studying engineering has strengthened my problem-
solving skills and taught me to approach community challenges with
structure, empathy, and purpose-driven leadership.

| am especially excited to work with Interfaith America and to contribute to
such an impactful mission. Through the BRAID Fellowship, | look forward to
learning alongside fellow bridge-builders and advancing pluralism,
cooperation, and belonging on campus and beyond.

Palmer Yerima
He/Him/His

Palmer Yerima is a Cameroonian student and interdisciplinary thinker
currently studying Mathematics, Economics, and Art at Hamilton College in
Upstate New York. Raised in the context of the Anglophone Civil War in
Cameroon, Palmer's early experiences with conflict, displacement, and
competing cultural identities shaped his commitment to bridge-building,
storytelling, and interfaith understanding. At Hamilton, he serves on the
executive board of the Newman Council, supporting Catholic life on
campus and helping create dialogue across Christian, secular, and non-
religious communities. He also participates in multicultural initiatives that
explore how faith relates to justice, identity, and belonging, particularly for
international and immigrant students. With academic interests that
connect quantitative problem solving, creative expression, and global
political economy, Palmer aims to apply an interfaith lens to the systems
that shape opportunity and inequality. He is interested in how shared
values across traditions that focus on care for community, dignity of the
human person, stewardship, and reconciliation can inform leadership and
public decision making. Through the BRAID Fellowship, Palmer hopes to
amplify youth voices from conflict affected regions, foster dialogue rooted
in empathy and curiosity, and create spaces where differences are not
erased but engaged with honesty and hope.
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Sanjina Kumari
She/Her/Hers

Sanjina Kumari is a first-generation international student from Sindh,
Pakistan, studying Computer Science and Economics at Pacific Lutheran
University. As a Hindu raised in a Muslim-majority country, interfaith
understanding has been a lived experience and a core part of her identity.
At PLU, she continues this commitment through voluntering for Campus
Ministry, supporting cultural and interfaith programs, and through the
International Student Center, where she mentors and advocates for global
students. Her work spans machine learning research, environmental
justice and Al sustainability projects, and women-in-tech advocacy through
groups like Rewriting the Code, Girls Who Code, and CodePath. She also
co-founded Hunarwar, a social-impact initiative supporting female artisans
in Pakistan. On campus, she serves as a Resident Assistant and she is a
Rieke leadership scholar leading engagement initiatives. Sanjina hopes to
pursue a future in product management, data analytics, and technology for
social good, building accessible and equitable solutions across both tech
and nonprofit sectors. She is passionate about using data, design, and
storytelling to expand opportunity and ensure emerging technologies
benefit underrepresented communities.

Will Decker
He/Him/His

I'm a history major at Auburn University. I'm from Birmingham, Alabama
and grew up Presbyterian. | plan to pursue a Master of Theology after
graduation and eventually work as a professor. My academic interests
include early Christianity, communities on society's periphery, and more
broadly, pre-modern Europe and the Near East. My interest in interfaith
work comes from my own religious beliefs. | recognize how religious
conviction and evangelism create tension with other faiths, and | want to
approach that tension with mutual understanding and respect.
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Zain Memon
He/Him/His

Zain Memon is a Sophomore at Harvard College studying Neuroscience
with a secondary in Global Health and Health Policy. He is deeply
interested in interfaith bridge building, health equity, and restorative
justice. Raised in a multifaith and multicultural community, his early
experiences shaped his belief that care, accountability, and justice are
spiritual as much as political values. His work centers around reimagining
how institutions, especially in healthcare and education, respond to harm
in ways that reflect shared values across faiths: dignity, compassion, and
responsibility. Zain believes that interfaith cooperation is essential to
building systems that serve all, especially those who have been historically
excluded. He is passionate about creating spaces where people can
engage across difference, reckon with harm, and imagine more just
systems together. As an Interfaith America BRAID Fellow, he is excited to
deepen his own practice of interfaith leadership and learn alongside
others committed to healing and justice across lines of belief.



:Agkmﬁwfﬁﬁ s

IA

BRAID

Ethan Bair FELLOWSHIP

He/Him/His

Rabbi Ethan Bair was ordained at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion in Los Angeles in 2011, where he was a Schusterman Rabbinic
Fellow. He has served as Campus Rabbi at USC, Hamilton College and
Syracuse University. In addition he served eight years in the
congregational rabbinate. The defining arc of his rabbinate has been social
justice organizing, interfaith engagement, and creating pluralistic spaces
for students, with a focus on Jewish-Muslim dialogue. He was an Interfaith
America Innovation Fellow in 2024-2025, serves as a bridgebuilding
consultant for Hillel International and educational consultant for the USC
Shoah Foundation Institute. Rabbi Bair currently lives with his family in Ann
Arbor, ML

Marja Humphrey

She/Her/Hers

Marja Humphrey, associate professor and program coordinator in the
School Counseling program at Bowie State University, has many
publications and presentations to her credit. She is affectionately known as
the "Reframe Queen" by her students. Her research interests include
counselor preparation, leadership, identity development, spirituality, and
wellness. She has served in multiple roles with local, state, and national
professional organizations and nonprofits. Dr. Humphrey's Interfaith Team
at Bowie State University was awarded two grants to further their
cooperative work on campus, building bridges across differences and
increasing Interfaith literacy. An avid learner, connector, and truth-teller, Dr.
Humphrey offers therapeutic challenge and support as a licensed
counselor to individuals and couples pursuing meaningful lives. Dr.
Humphrey earned her doctorate in Counselor Education and Supervision
at the University of Maryland, College Park.
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She/Her/Hers

Najeeba Syeed is the inaugural El-Hibri endowed chair and executive
director of the Interfaith Institute at Augsburg University. Syeed has been a
professor, expert practitioner and public speaker for the last two decades
in the fields of conflict resolution, interfaith studies, mediation, restorative
justice, education, social, gender and racial equity. An award-winning
educator, she has taught extensively on interreligious education and
published articles on faith and community-based conflict resolution,
restorative justice, and interfaith just peacemaking.

Syeed also brings significant executive experience with organizations
focused on conflict resolution in community, higher education, and
government settings including the Western Justice Center Foundation and
the Asian Pacific American Dispute Resolution Center. In 2021, she served
as chief of staff to the first Asian American woman elected to the Los
Angeles city council. She holds a law degree from the Indiana University
School of Law and a bachelor of science degree from Guilford College.

Paul Lambert

He/Him/His

Dr. Paul Lambert is the Religion & Human Flourishing Initiative Director at
Wheatley Institute at BYU and a professor within BYU's Marriott School of
Business. He is a leading expert on religious pluralism in society, including
the role of pluralism in economics and business. He works regularly with
global businesses on this topic, including American Airlines, Accenture,
Dell Technologies, Equinix, ServiceNow, and PwC.

Paul has also held numerous faculty and leadership roles in other
educational institutions, including Georgetown University, National
Defense University, and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University. Paul also serves on the board of the Religious Freedom &
Business Foundation, the One America Movement, and as a member of
the national advisory council of Cicero Group.

Paul is a graduate of Georgetown University where he earned his
Doctorate in Liberal Studies; the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at
Tufts University where he received his Masters Degree in International
Relations; Brigham Young University where he studied American Studies;
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology where he graduated from
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affairs and national security.

Sable Manson

She/Her/Hers

Sable Manson, Ph.D., is the Assistant Director for Student Leadership and
Development at the University of Southern California's Joint Educational
Project (JEP). After graduating Loyola Marymount University with a
bachelor's degree in Television Production, Sable went on to complete a
Masters in Post-Secondary Administration & Student Affairs (PASA) and
Ph.D. from USC's Rossier School of Education. Her dissertation focused on
an interfaith reflection program, now known as Interfaith Scholars, through
the Office of Religious and Spiritual Life at USC.

Sable was identified as one of the Future50 Faith leaders in Los Angeles
by USC's Center for Religion and Civic Culture and the Interreligious
Council of Southern California (IRC) in 2014 and has served as Interfaith
Minister-in-Residence for the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles since
2018. Sable also served as the Vice-Chair for NASPA's (Student Affairs
Administrators in Higher Education) Spirituality and Religion in Higher
Education Knowledge Community (SRHE_KC) from 2019 - 2021. In 2020
Sable, along with her co-editor J.T. Snipes, Ph. D., released Remixed and
Reimagined: Innovations in Religion, Spirituality, and (Inter)Faith in Higher
Education. Sable continues her mentorship of students, most recently
partnering with Interfaith America through the Building Interfaith
Leadership Institute (BILI) and the BRAID Fellowship.

seigen johnson

She/Her/Hers

rev. seigen johnson is the Interfaith Chaplain and Director of Religious
and Spiritual Life at Whitman College. rev. johnson’s academic background
is rooted in English Language and Literature graduate studies in African
American Studies and Literary Criticism. She received her Master of
Divinity degree from Boston University School of Theology where she
focused on Interfaith Leadership and Religious Conflict Transformation.
Her research interests are interreligious spiritual formation; identification,
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congregations; and Buddhist womanist
hermeneutics.

rev. johnson is an ordained Soto Zen priest who has been practicing Soto
Zen Buddhism for over two decades, including more than six years in
residence at San Francisco Zen Center, which has grounded their
commitment to compassionate presence and contemplative practice. She
remains deeply connected to the spiritual lineage of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church in which she was raised.
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