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Providing food and water 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/faith-in-elections/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/faith-in-elections/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/faith-in-elections/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/skbaer/long-lines-election-day-2020
https://www.eater.com/21539118/do-food-at-the-polls-initiatives-work-voter-turnout-election-voting


• 

o 

• 

• 

• 

o 

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 

• 

• 

• 

“‘It definitely made my 

voting experience better,’ 

says Vincent. ‘Our budget 

was tight before the 

pandemic and has definitely 

gotten worse since, so a free 

meal was a moment of extra 

happiness that day.’” 
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Serving as a welcoming presence at a polling location
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“When it comes to voting, the most important thing is keeping people in line. A 

simple bottle of water or snack can be what stops people from abandoning their 

right to vote… We know that voting is habit-forming, so a good experience at the 

polls is crucial to ensuring future participation.”

 

https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/faith-in-elections/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/faith-in-elections/
https://www.interfaithamerica.org/resources/faith-in-elections/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/2022-elections-threat-dhs-bulletin/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/11/09/poll-chaplain-midterm-2022/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/11/09/poll-chaplain-midterm-2022/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/election-day-food-pizza-polling-locations-222119744.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/election-day-food-pizza-polling-locations-222119744.html


• 

• 

• 

• 

“Our job was simple: welcome people, smile, and offer a sense of calm; respond 

to questions or incidents that arose; provide information on voting rights; keep 

an eye out for conflicts and help de-escalate any problems; and thank every 

voter for their participation... It was also neighborly and friendly. People 

nodded and greeted one another, cracked jokes, and laughed. They knew they 

might vote differently, but they would still need to live together, whatever the 

results.”

 

“This is a natural extension for the care that 

we have for each other not only as clergy 

but for the greater community regardless 

of faith traditions… It just seemed a wise 

preventive kind of ministry to be involved 

in…I’m not there to care for one side or the 

other, but for every individual who has 

chosen to be a voter.” 
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