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Our freedoms 
depend on free and 
fair elections — 
and communities 
of faith can play a 
critical role in 
defending them.

The freedoms that Americans enjoy – including religious 
freedom – rest on our ability to exercise healthy self-
governance. Our constitutional form of government 
depends upon millions of Americans stepping up to ensure 
that every eligible American is able to exercise their right to 
vote, and that our elections are administered in a way that 
earns the trust of the people. Regardless of the candidates 
we support or the values that shape us, as Americans we 
share a belief in the importance of free and fair elections. 

Trust in our elections is at a dangerous low. Our country is 
divided, which puts our very ability to ensure the peaceful 
transfer of power under threat. We cannot run our complex, 
nonpartisan election system without everyday people 
doing their part. Everyone has a role in our democracy.

When our country is in need, people of faith mobilize to serve 
their communities. From responding to national disasters, 
to helping refugees resettle, to tackling entrenched 
problems – like poverty, addiction, and racial injustice – 
faith communities are often on the front lines. Throughout 
American history, civic engagement from religious leaders 
has been crucial to building a more perfect union.

As our election system faces unprecedented challenges 
in 2024, we need to join the growing cross-partisan 
movement to serve our country in the most fundamental 
way: by ensuring a smoothly-run election that earns the 
trust of the American people. Religious institutions and 
everyday people of faith have the values, power, and 
skillset to play a pivotal role in this effort to protect every 
valid vote – the foundation on which all other freedoms 
rest.

If you are ready and able to serve our democracy in its 
hour of need, we are ready to show you how. The Faith in 
Elections Playbook can help your organization find its own 
way to protect the 2024 election. 

No matter where you live, your political beliefs, or which 
candidates you support, the playbook offers ways that 
your organization can meet the specific needs of your 
community during the 2024 election. 

Sign up to learn about timely actions and 
new granting opportunities.
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Addressing polarization and building 
cohesion in your community. 

Supporting voters so they have a 
positive, safe voting experience.

Sharing trustworthy information 
about where and how to vote. 

Supporting voters to have a safe, 
positive voting experience.

Offering your space or finding an 
alternative so your community has 

enough polling locations.

Recruiting poll workers and 
election judges so polling 

locations are adequately staffed.

Building relationships with local 
election officials to increase trust 

and incentivize good behavior.

The recommendations in The Faith in Elections Playbook have been vetted to comply with 501(c)
(3) regulations from the Internal Revenue Service. 

The playbook discusses at length the following opportunities:
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“There is a genuine, foundational power 

in the building of relationships and 

establishing trust across diverse lines, so 

much so, that our individual development 

and community building efforts depend 

and rely upon these strong relationships. 

Indeed, they are the fabric that make 

American society thrive and flourish. 

Everything we do moves at the speed of 

trust and relationship.” 
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“Knowing your vote 

means knowing the 

logistics of voting, 

knowing what's on your 

ballot, knowing about the 

issues that matter to you, 

and knowing how to find 

reliable sources of 

information — and 

combat unreliable ones.” 
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“‘It definitely made my 

voting experience better,’ 

says Vincent. ‘Our budget 

was tight before the 

pandemic and has definitely 

gotten worse since, so a free 

meal was a moment of extra 

happiness that day.’” 
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Serving as a welcoming presence at a polling location
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“When it comes to voting, the most important thing is keeping people in line. A 

simple bottle of water or snack can be what stops people from abandoning their 

right to vote… We know that voting is habit-forming, so a good experience at the 

polls is crucial to ensuring future participation.”
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“Our job was simple: welcome people, smile, and offer a sense of calm; respond 

to questions or incidents that arose; provide information on voting rights; keep 

an eye out for conflicts and help de-escalate any problems; and thank every 

voter for their participation... It was also neighborly and friendly. People 

nodded and greeted one another, cracked jokes, and laughed. They knew they 

might vote differently, but they would still need to live together, whatever the 

results.”

 

“This is a natural extension for the care that 

we have for each other not only as clergy 

but for the greater community regardless 

of faith traditions… It just seemed a wise 

preventive kind of ministry to be involved 

in…I’m not there to care for one side or the 

other, but for every individual who has 

chosen to be a voter.” 
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“Working alongside my fellow poll 

workers on Tuesday, I had a 

profoundly renewing experience of 

we, of being part of this 

unprecedented experiment in 

multicultural democracy. I say that 

my faith was renewed – and that is 

because in working together to 

make our democracy work, we 

lived out and renewed the covenant 

we share, the covenant that is 

expressed in the first words of the 

Constitution: We, the People. May 

we continue to talk, to listen, to 

disagree peaceably, to respect the 

outcome of free and fair elections, 

to live with — and be committed to 

living with — one another. 
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“I've written about the pro-democracy faith movement and worked with 

religious leaders to resist authoritarianism, but it's an extra special experience 

to see democracy up close as a poll worker. I volunteered on Election Day 2020 

in Louisville, Kentucky, and was amazed at the community coming together to 

make democracy happen. I took election processes for granted, but now I 

understand what a tough and important role poll workers play. Making the 

promise of democracy real requires neighbors to help neighbors, and my 

Christian faith teaches me that loving my neighbors is tantamount to following 

Christ.” 
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During the 2020 election, 

African Methodist Episcopal 

churches across Georgia 

volunteered their locations as 

polling locations. Bishop 

Reginald Jackson told the 

Atlanta Journal Constitution, 

“There’s no excuse to have less 

than an adequate number of 

polling sites and not enough 

poll workers. All of the AME 

churches have agreed to 

become polling sites if they’re 

needed.”
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“...in 2019, the County Clerk [in 

Houston, Texas] was able to 

designate the community center 

in the Islamic Institute & 

Houston Blue Mosque as an 

official polling location. This 

opened up new opportunities for 

Muslims to get involved and 

build relationships with local 

community Officials.” 
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“Interfaith clergy gatherings are 

one way to bring together 

multiple stakeholders for a 

conversation with election 

officials. Because feelings, fears, 

questions, and concerns about 

American elections can differ 

dramatically by community, 

organizing these leaders for a 

single conversation with local 

election officials is an efficient 

way to build transparency 

quickly and at scale.” 
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Throughout the leadup to the 2024 election, there are opportunities for civil society to promote 
our elections in unique ways. Below are some of those key dates, as well as information 
regarding when votes will be cast. 

Key Dates

2023 November 6, 2023: Election Hero Day
Election Hero Day is a day for Americans to join together to recognize 
the immense importance and work of election administration teams, poll 
workers, and more across the nation.  

2024 Primary Election Schedule
The Federal Election Commission’s preliminary list of Presidential and 
Congressional primary dates by state.

January 30, 2024: Help America Vote Day

August 21, 2024: National Poll Worker Recruitment Day

September 17, 2024: National Voter Registration Day

November 5, 2024: General Election Day

Early Voting Dates
Early voting dates vary by state and county. Dates are available here.

TBA Vote Early Day 2024

If you have a date that you would like us to consider adding to this page, please email faith@
protectdemocracy.org.

Faith in Elections Playbook
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The Faith in Elections Playbook is a joint project of Interfaith America and Protect Democracy to 
equip faith-based communities with accessible, actionable resources to support the 2024 election. 
This playbook is designed to help faith-based organizations across America access resources to 
help the 2024 elections run smoothly, so that all eligible voters can access a ballot and every valid 
vote is counted. 

This effort is intended to provide a platform that makes it easier for faith and community leaders 
to join work that is already happening across America. Our hope is that by compiling and curating 
this information, organizations can focus on taking actions that best align with their interests, their 
skills, and the needs of their communities. 

About

Project Team

Chris Crawford, Policy Advocate, Protect Democracy
Ariela Rosenberg, Policy Advocate, Protect Democracy
Kaitlyn Dalton, Program Coordinator, Interfaith America
Fred Davie, Senior Consultant, Interfaith America
Mary Ellen Giess, Chief Innovation Officer, Interfaith America
Rollie Olson, Program Manager, Interfaith America

Faith in Elections Playbook
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Shirley Hoogstra | President, Council for Christian 
Colleges & Universities
A visionary leader who is passionate about Christian higher education 
and the role it plays in the common good, Shirley V. Hoogstra 
became the seventh president of the Council for Christian Colleges 
& Universities in September 2014. She has focused on expanding 
diversity and inclusion on CCCU campuses and making education 
available, accessible, and affordable to all students. Hoogstra serves 
on the steering committee for the Washington Higher Ed Secretariat, 
is a leader for the Evangelical Immigration Table, and serves on the 
boards of the American Council on Education, the National Association 
of Evangelicals, and Trinity Forum.

Lauren W. Reliford, MSW | Political Director, Sojourners 
and SojoAction
Lauren W. Reliford, MSW is Sojourners’ political director, responsible 
for policy strategy and nationally focused advocacy. She is a 
passionate and mission-oriented public health professional focused 
on bridging the gap between social theory, spirituality, research, and 
practice and bringing them to the forefront in major policy making 
decisions. Lauren joins Sojourners with over 10 years of experience in 
research, policy, advocacy, and government relations. Prior to joining 
Sojourners, Lauren took her passion for politics and policy and turned 
it into a profession, focusing on domestic and international public 
health advocacy for a number of large nonprofit organizations. She 
also earned her master’s degree in social work and focused primarily 
on the biological impacts of trauma in high-risk and vulnerable 
populations.

Dani Levine | Director of Social Impact, Hillel International
Dani Levine is the Director of Social Impact at Hillel International.  Dani 
has a BA in Environmental Studies and Comparative American Studies 
from Oberlin College and received her Masters of Public Health (MPH) 
in Environmental Health and Policy from Tulane University School of 
Public Health and Tropical Medicine. Prior to joining Hillel, Dani spent 
a decade with Avodah, first as the local New Orleans Director and 
ultimately as the National Program Director, responsible for overseeing 
all Avodah programming across multiple cities and programs. Dani 
lives in the best city in the world, New Orleans, with her wife and three 
kids.

Advisory Committee 
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Galen Carey | Vice President of Government Relations, 
National Association of Evangelicals
Galen Carey, National Association of Evangelicals vice president of 
government relations, is responsible for representing the NAE before 
Congress, the White House and the courts. He works to advance the 
approach and principles of the NAE document, “For the Health of 
the Nation.” He is also co-author with Leith Anderson of “Faith in the 
Voting Booth.” Before joining the NAE staff, Carey was a longtime 
employee of World Relief, the relief and development arm of the 
NAE, serving in Croatia, Mozambique, Kenya, Indonesia and Burundi.
He received an M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, and a 
Doctor of Ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary. 

Sofi Hersher  |  Vice President of Strategy & 
Communications, A More Perfect Union
Sofi Hersher is Vice President of Strategy and Communications at 
A More Perfect Union: The Jewish Partnership for Democracy. A 
dedicated problem solver, Sofi began her career at Twitter, where she 
started as a receptionist and worked her way up to brand manager. 
In 2016, Sofi earned an MA in Religion in the Contemporary World 
from King’s College London, afterward returning stateside to oversee 
communications for the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
and later all client and creative operations for Ignite, a digital strategy 
agency solving big problems for Jewish nonprofits. She lives with her 
partner, Nate, and her growing collection of Agatha Christie novels in 
Washington, DC. 

Kim Daniels | Director, Initiative on Catholic Social 
Thought and Public Life, Georgetown University
Kim Daniels is the Director of Georgetown University’s Initiative on 
Catholic Social Thought and Public Life. She was appointed by Pope 
Francis as a member of the Vatican Dicastery for Communication in 
2016 and reappointed in 2022. Kim has also served as spokesperson 
for the president of the United States at the Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. She provided strategic advice to Conference leadership as 
a member of the executive team, furthering the development and 
implementation of a positive, proactive, and unified approach across 
a range of complex issues where Church teachings intersect with 
matters of public concern. She currently serves as a consultor to the 
USCCB’s Committee for Religious Liberty.

Barbara Williams-Skinner | President, Skinner Leadership 
Institute,Co-Convener, National African American Clergy  
Network
Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner, CEO and co-founder of Skinner 
Leadership Institute, regularly works with interfaith leaders on issues 
like health care, criminal justice reform, and voting rights. She is 
co-founder of a millennial and Generation X leadership excellence 
program - the Masters Series for Distinguished Leaders.  The author 
of two books on prayer and leadership, Dr. Williams-Skinner, co-
founded the Masters Series for Distinguished Clergy, equipping clergy 
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to voice their values in the public arena. She is also co-convener of 
Faiths United to Save Democracy (FUSD), a nonpartisan, multi-faith, 
multi-racial, and inter-generational ten-state voter protection and 
mobilization campaign. 

Simran Jeet-Singh | Executive Director of Religion & 
Society, the Aspen Institute
Simran Jeet Singh, Ph.D., is the Executive Director of the Religion & 
Society Program at the Aspen Institute and the author of the national 
bestseller The Light We Give: How Sikh Wisdom Can Transform Your 
Life (Riverhead, Penguin Random House). Simran earned graduate 
degrees from Harvard University and Columbia University, and he 
writes regularly for major outlets, including Harvard Business Review, 
TIME Magazine, and CNN. Simran also authored the award-winning 
children’s book Fauja Singh Keeps Going: The True Story of the Oldest 
Person to Ever Run a Marathon (Kokila, Penguin Random House).

Dilara Sayeed | President, Muslim Civic Coalition
Dr. Dilara Sayeed serves as the President of the Muslim Civic 
Coalition. Dilara’s story goes from Headstart to Harvard, and through 
public school systems. She is an award winning teacher, social impact 
entrepreneur, and civic justice advocate. In 2021, Dilara was appointed 
by Governor Pritzker to the IL Commission on Discrimination and Hate 
Crimes (CDHC). Dilara has served on the Transition team for Chicago 
Mayor Brandon Johnson, as well as Advisory Councils for Mayor 
Lightfoot and Illinois Comptroller Mendoza. She is a board trustee for 
the Field Museum and Indo-American Democratic Organization. 

Tahil Sharma | Regional Coordinator for North America, 
United Religions Initiative
Tahil Sharma is the Regional Coordinator for North America at the 
United Religions Initiative (URI), Tahil’s Hindu and Sikh background 
inspires his work for education, pluralism, and justice, working in local, 
regional, and international spaces for over a decade. Tahil serves as 
an Interfaith Minister in Residence for the Episcopal Diocese of Los 
Angeles, a Board Member of Sadhana: A Coalition of Progressive 
Hindus, a member of the Racial Justice & Religion Commission at the 
Aspen Institute’s Religion and Society Program, and as a member of 
the Interfaith Advisory Board for Los Angeles County District Attorney 
George Gascón. 

Samantha Solemnidad | Partnerships Manager, Asian & 
Pacific Islander American Vote (APIAVote)
Sam Solemnidad is the Strategic Partnerships Manager at Asian and 
Pacific Islander American Vote (APIAVote). In this role, she works to 
expand APIAVote’s partner network and operationalize growth and 
development strategies. Prior to joining the APIAVote team, Sam 
completed the Coro Fellows Program in Public Affairs, an experience-
based fellowship focused on gaining cross-sectoral experience and 
knowledge through interactions with private, public, and nonprofit 
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organizations and decision-makers. Sam holds a B.A. in Political 
Science and Asian American Studies from the University of California 
Los Angeles (UCLA). Born and raised in Richmond, CA, Sam is the 
proud daughter of Filipino migrants.  

Emma Petty Addams | Co-Executive Director, Mormon 
Women for Ethical Government
Emma Petty Addams serves as co-executive director for Mormon 
Women for Ethical Government. After receiving her bachelor’s 
degree in piano performance at Stanford University, she spent time in 
Boston and Silicon Valley working in contracts negotiation, corporate 
transactions and capitalization, and investor relations. In addition, 
she has built and run large piano studios in California, New Jersey, 
and now Omaha, Nebraska, where she currently resides with her 
husband and three sons. While seemingly unrelated, these previous 
career opportunities were excellent preparation for the fast-paced yet 
methodical and collaborative nature of the work at MWEG. 

Nabila Mansoor | Executive Director, Rise AAPI
Nabila Mansoor has spent the last several years working to improve 
political awareness in underrepresented communities, especially 
within the Muslim American community in Texas. She is currently the 
Executive Director of Rise AAPI, a civic engagement organization 
committed to uniting, organizing, and supporting the pan-Asian 
community in Texas. She is past Executive Director of Emgage’s 
Texas chapter and current President of TMAC, the Texas Multicultural 
Advocacy Coalition. She has a background in community organizing, 
leadership development and strategic planning. She holds a law 
degree from University of Houston Law Center.  
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Contact Us
Reach out to learn more and engage 
this playbook on your campus.

Program Manager
Interfaith America
rolson@interfaithamerica.org

Rollie Olson

Share the 
Playbook

The Faith in Elections 
Playbook is available 
for download at
interfaithamerica.org/
resources/
faith-in-elections/
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