BRIDGE Glossary of Terms
Why We Should Talk about Worldview

1. Abrahamic Religions

Religions whose people draw their origins to the Hebrew patriarch Abraham. The
best known Abrahamic religions are Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

2. Antisemitism

A certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews.
Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish or
non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions
and religious facilities. (International Definition of Antisemitism)

3. Bias

The action of supporting or opposing a particular person or thing in an unfair way, and
allowing personal opinions to influence one’s judgment. (Cambridge English

Dictionary)

4. Common Good

Committing to the common good means recognizing that our various identity
expressions and relationships can only exist when those principles and structures are
healthy. Simply put, the common good are those principles and structures that a
range of groups benefit from and people generally agree we have a collective
interest to uphold. (Eboo Patel, Interfaith Leadership: A Primer, p. 96-97)

5. Eastern Religions

Religious traditions whose origins are in the Eastern hemisphere (East, South, and
Southeast Asia). Major Eastern Religions include Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism,
Sikhism, Shinto, Taoism, and Confucianism. It is important to note that members of
these communities now live in countries across the globe.
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Interfaith

This term is best understood by breaking it down into “inter” and “faith.” “Inter” refers
to the relationships between people who orient around religion differently. “Faith” is
defined as the relationship between an individual and what we commonly understand
as a religious or philosophical tradition. Put together, ‘interfaith’ is about how our
interactions with those who are different impacts the way we relate to our religious
and ethical traditions, and how our relationships with our traditions impact our
interactions with those who are different from us. (Eboo Patel, Interfaith Leadership: A

Primer, p. 39)

Interfaith Cooperation/Engagement

A process in which people who orient around religion differently come togetherin a
way that respects different religious identities; build mutually inspiring relationships;
and engage in common action around issues of shared social concern. Interfaith
cooperation does not depend upon shared political, theological and spiritual
perspectives. People who engage in interfaith cooperation may disagree on such
matters. (Eboo Patel and Cassie Meyer. “The Civic Relevance of Interfaith", The
Journal of College and Character. Vol. Xll. No. 1(2011))

Interfaith Service

Community service and/or civic engagement projects with an element of interfaith
engagement inserted as a reflection before, during, or after the fact. Interfaith service
often happens between different houses of worship, or individuals of different
worldviews. (Eboo Patel and Adam Davis, Hearing the Call Across Traditions:
Readings on Faith and Service (SkyLight Paths Publishing: Woodstock, VT, 2011) pp.
289-301)

Islamophobia

Closed-minded prejudice against or hatred of Muslims. An Islamophobe is an
individual who holds a closed-minded view of Islam and promotes prejudice against
or hatred of Muslims. (Council on American- Islamic Relations)

Multi-faith

Involving or characterized by a variety of religions. IA uses the term “inter” over
“multi” because the world has long been “multi” in the sense that people who orient
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around religion differently have existed on the same planet at the same time. The
modern era is distinct insofar as there are high levels of interaction between diverse
individuals and groups. (Lexico; Eboo Patel, Interfaith Leadership: A Primer, p. 39)

Religious Pluralism

The term “pluralism” is understood and defined in a variety of ways. |IA draws its
understanding from the work of Diana Eck, who argues that diversity is simply the fact
of people with different identities interacting with one another. In and of itself,
diversity is neither good nor bad. Pluralism, on the other hand, is an achievement. We
argue that pluralism has three main parts — respect for all parts of identity,
relationships between people and communities who orient around religion differently,
and common action for the common good. (Diana Eck, A New Religious America:
How a Christian Country has Become the World’s Most Religiously Diverse Nation
(San Francisco, CA: Harper Collins, 2001) p 70.; (Eboo Patel, Interfaith Leadership: A
Primer, p. 93)

Secular

Denotes attitudes, activities, or other things that have no religious or spiritual basis.
This term identifies non-religious individuals broadly and includes atheism,
agnosticism, and secular forms of humanism. (American Humanist Association)

Unaffiliated

Not associating with any worldview, religious or intentionally secular. These folks are
sometimes referred to as ‘the Nones’. (IA)

Values

A person's principles or standards of behavior; one's judgment of what is important in
life. (Oxford English Dictionary)

Worldview

A guiding life philosophy, which may be based on a particular religious tradition,
spiritual orientation, non-religious perspective, or some combination of these. The
foundational outlook you have on life that helps you make sense of the world around
you. (Mayhew, Rockenbach, et. al., Emerging Interfaith Trends: What College Students

are Saying About Religion in 2016)
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